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and, with, the recently completed Port of
Mobile, is an important factor in the com-
mercial life of Mobile and Alabama.
Climate. The climate varies with altitude
and elevation. The northern section has a
delightful climate with a mean temperature
for January of about 43° and for July about
84°. Even in winter the thermometer seldom
falls below freezing point. The elevation
tempers the intense heat of summer, and this
region is becoming a resort for invalids and
others who wish to escape the rigors of a
northern winter. In the lowlands and the
southern part the heat is more intense, but
is tempered by the Gulf breeze. The rainfall
in the northern portion averages fifty-four
inches, and in the southern portion sixty-
three inches.
Agriculture. Alabama is essentially an
agricultural state. The cotton crop averages
about a million bales a year normally, with
greater financial returns than from coal,
lumber, and cotton manufacture combined.
Besides, the corn crop in some years has
reached fully 49,000,000 bushels. Oats, wheat,
and other cereals are important in acreage
and add materially to the wealth of the state.
Almost 4,000,000 acres were once planted to
cotton yearly, but farmers have turned to
diversified crops, and cotton acreage has
decreased. Small fruits are given large acre-
age; the pecan industry is increasing, the
crop being worth now about a quarter of a
million dollars yearly. The total value of
the state's crops is close to $100,000,000 a
year.
Mineral Besources. The northeastern
portion of the state, extending southward as
far as Columbus, Ga,, and westward, in-
cluding the Cumberland Plateau, is rich in
minerals. Within this area are extensive
deposits of iron ore, limestone, and of bi-
tuminous coal. The latter is mined to the
extent of about 10,000,000 tons a year.
Birmingham has been made the greatest
city in the state by the coal, iron and steel
industries which center there. Its annual
output of iron is about 6,500,000 tons; in
iron ore production Alabama is now ex-
ceeded only by Minnesota and Michigan.
There are deposits of asbestos, asphalt, and
considerable quantities of copper, granite,
marble and porcelain clays.
Manufactures. The development of the
iron and coal mines has led to the estab-
lishment of large industries. These include
 smelting works, fabrication plants, foundries
and coke ovens in the mineral regions, saw-
mills in the forests, gristmills, leatherdress-
ing establishments, distilleries for the manu-
facture of turpentine and resin and factories
for the manufacture of cotton goods. The
manufacture of iron and steel and their
products, and of cotton goods and cottonseed
and coal tar products have developed. Lum-
ber and lumber products exceed even iron
and steel in value, which are third on the
list of manufactured articles; cotton goods
are second. Large quantities of rubber tires
and of paper are also manufactured.
The quarrying of marble and other build-
ing stone gives employment to considerable
numbers in certain localities. Fertilizers
are manufactured by combining the cotton-
seed meal with phosphates which are ob-
tained from mines in Florida, and potash
from Germany and nitrogen from Chile.
Alabama is advancing rapidly and the con-
ditions for nearly all lines of manufactur-
ing industry are so favorable that it bids
fair to take its place in the front rank of
the manufacturing states of the Union. The
development of hydroelectric power is now
one of the state's leading industries. The
electric power to be developed at Muscle
Shoals and elsewhere throughout the Ten-
nessee Valley will facilitate the industrial
expansion of the state. Work is expected
to continue on these projects for some years
to come.
Transportation and Commerce. Alabama
leads all southern states except Louisiana
in mileage of navigable rivers. The Ala-
bama, the Tombigbee, the Warrior and the
Tennessee are the leading water avenues.
Mobile is the great bay which provides a
magnificent harbor. There are over 5,500
miles of railways, or one mile to each nine
and a half square miles of land surface. All
of the great steam roads of the South tra-
verse the state. More railroad lines enter
Birmingham than any other city of the
state.
Government. By the constitution, the
right of suffrage is restricted to 'those who
pay the poll tax and can read and write
and interpret any clause of the United States
Constitution in English, and who have for
the greater portion of the year preceding
registration been engaged in some lawful
occupation. Those who cannot meet the edu-
cational test may vote, provided they own,

